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and is well represented here in Wash-
ington by Ambassador Canahuat.

The Republic of Guatemala is ably
served and well led by a freely elected
and democratically elected President,
His Excellency President Partillo and
well represented here in Washington,

Guatemala is, by Ambassador
Arenalas. And last, and of course
equally important, is the Republic

Nicaragua, a country that is well led
by a freely elected and democratically
elected President, His Excellency
President Balanos and is well rep-
resented here in Washington by Ambas-
sador Marias.

Again, EIl Salvador, Costa Rica, Hon-
duras, Guatemala, Nicaragua, all led
by freely elected, democratically elect-
ed presidents and well represented here
in Washington by their diplomatic
corps; but they share our values. They
share our values and support for de-
mocracy.

Last, recognizing that we have a
great opportunity, an opportunity to
integrate the economies of the five na-
tions of Central America and the
United States with the Central Amer-
ican Free Trade Agreement. It is a
great opportunity for all of our na-
tions.

Central America represents the
United States’ largest export market.
There are 34 million people who live in
Central America, with a combined
gross domestic product of almost 57 bil-
lion U.S. dollars. The United States ex-
ports to Central America total over $9
billion, which includes such product
items as machinery, high-tech goods,
motor vehicles, chemicals, energy,
food, agricultural products, textiles,
apparel, paper, and fertilizer. In fact, it
is important to note that the five Cen-
tral American nations today represent
more trade for the United States’ trad-
ing partners than the trade we cur-
rently have with the nations of India,
Russia, and Australia combined. Clear-
ly, our allies are a key part of our
economy and important trading part-
ners.

U.S. services exports to Central
America today total over $2 billion and
include such top services such as avia-
tion, telecom, tourism, banking and fi-
nancial services. Such exports to the
region have grown by 42 percent since
1996. Think about that. Service exports
to Central America have grown by 42
percent in 7 years. Every dollar today
that we as Americans spend on a good
produced in Central America has yield-
ed $1.36 in demand for American goods
from and purchases by our Central
American allies and friends.

The Central American Free Trade
Agreement offers tremendous oppor-
tunity for American workers and busi-
nesses, but it also stands to offer a
model for a regional trade agreement
and will be a key building block for the
Free Trade Agreement of the Americas.
We must align ourselves with our Latin
American friends to compete in today’s
global economy.

Es claro que tenemos gran
oportunidad para todos los paises en

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Centro America y los Estados Unidos
para integrar mas nuestras economias
con el Acuerdo de Libre Cambio
Americano Centro. Esta semana sus
negociadores y nuestros negociadores
tienen un reunion en Managua, Nica-
ragua, para clarificar este acuerdo y
para terminarlo para la ratificacion
temprano en dos mil cuatro por el
Congreso de los Estados Unidos.

Our nations have much to gain by re-
ducing barriers between our economies.
We agree that free trade will create
jobs and new opportunities for the citi-
zens of all our nations. We agree that
CAFTA, the Central American Free
Trade Agreement, must be mutually
beneficial and fair to all six nations,
ours as well as theirs. We in the West-
ern Hemisphere can and must work to-
gether to compete in the global econ-
omy.

Again, my colleagues and | extend
our congratulations to our Central
American neighbors on their independ-
ence day and recognize our Hispanic
and Latino citizens during this month-
long celebration of Hispanic Heritage
Month. We stand with you in solidarity
for freedom; we stand with you in soli-
darity for democracy; we stand with
you in solidarity for trade.

——
LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. RuUsSH (at the request of Ms.
PELosI) for today on account of per-
sonal reasons.

Mr. STEARNS (at the request of Mr.
DELAY) for today after 1:00 p.m. and
the balance of the week on account of
attending his son’s wedding.

Mr. MILLER of Florida (at the request
of Mr. DELAY) for today on account of
attending a funeral.

Mr. PLATTS (at the request of Mr.
DELAY) for today on account of attend-
ing a memorial service in the district
for a soldier killed in Iraq.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. CUMMINGS) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. DOGGETT, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAzIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DAvis of Illinois, for 5 minutes,
today.

Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. BALDWIN, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. STRICKLAND, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. KIND, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. SMITH of Texas) to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material:)

Mr. KINGSTON, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Member (at her own
request) to revise and extend her re-
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marks and include extraneous mate-

rial:)
Ms. KIRKPATRICK, for 5 minutes,
today.

————

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

Mr. Trandahl, Clerk of the House, re-
ported and found truly enrolled bills of
the House of the following titles, which
were thereupon sighed by the Speaker:

H.R. 13. An act to reauthorize the Museum
and Library Services Act, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 659. An act to amend section 242 of the
National Housing Act regarding the require-
ments for mortgage insurance under such
Act for hospitals.

H.R. 978. An act to amend chapter 84 of
title 5, United States Code, to provide that
certain Federal annuity computations are
adjusted by 1 percentage point relating to
periods of receiving disability payments, and
for other purposes.

———

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The SPEAKER announced his signa-
ture to enrolled bills of the Senate of
the following titles:

S. 520. An act to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to convey certain facilities to
the Fremont-Madison Irrigation District in
the State of Idaho.

S. 678. An act to amend chapter 10 of title
39, United States Code, to include post-
masters and postmasters’ organizations in
the process for the development and plan-
ning of certain policies, schedules, and pro-
grams, and for other purposes.

——————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, | move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 6 o’clock and 44 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Thursday, September 18, 2003,
at 10 a.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

4294. A letter from the Deputy Associate
Administrator, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting the Agency’s final rule
— Control of Emissions From New Marine
Diesel Engines [AMS-FRL-7561-4] received
September 16, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

4295. A letter from the Deputy Associate
Administrator, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting the Agency’s final rule
— Determination of Attainment for the Car-
bon Monoxide National Ambient Air Quality
Standard for the Phoenix Metropolitan Area,
Arizona [AZ-094-FOAa; FRL-7561-5] received
September 16, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

4296. A letter from the Deputy Associate
Administrator, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting the Agency’s final rule
— Federal Plan Requirements for Commer-
cial and Industrial Solid Waste Incinerators
Constructed on or Before November 30, 1999
[AD-FRL-7562-1] (RIN: 2060-AJ28) received
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